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Birkot HaTorah- Part Four
l. When to say Birkot HaTorah in Tefillah
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3. Rav Dr. Elie Munk The World of Prayer pgs. 41-42

After the blessings in which we render thanks for the gifts of our physical and spiritual
sustenance which are renewed daily, and after our declaration of our unshakeable faith
in our national destiny, our prayers now turn to what has been, throughout our history,
the centre of Israel’s existence: the Torah. The Vilna Gaon, after consulting all the
known ancient prayer books, has upheld this order of the prayers as the correct one. It
is parallel to and reflect the train of thoughts followed in this sentence:
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The Birkot HaTorah, as is evident from the Talmudic source (Berachot 11b) are not to be
taken as integral parts of the morning service. Instead they are to be considered as the
Blessings preliminary to the daily study of the Torah. Nevetheless they have been
justifiably inserted here, at this stage of the regular daily service, for without the Torah,
allt he good things of life (which were the subjects of the first Berachoth) as well as our
national destiny (which was the content of the prayers immediately following the
Beracchoth) would lose all sense and significance. It is the Torah which gives meaning
and purpose to the life of the individual, and significance to the history of the nation.
Therefore, we pray that our minds and souls be ready to accept the commands of the
Torah...

4. Rav Shimon Schwab Rabbi Schwab on Prayer pg. 80

These three citations all have special references to Talmud Torah, for which we have
just made the bracha. We will explain their special connected to Talmud Torah as we
proceed.

However, this was not the original minhag Ashkenaz. In the old siddurim of minhag
Ashkenaz, we find Birkot HaTorah followed immediately by nipn 1inm'x ;D211 and 120
nixX 7vnw'. These are also renditions of Mikra, Mishna, and Gemara...

Il. How Many Birkot HaTorah Are There?
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Ill. Text of the Bracha
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14.Rav Shimon Schwab Rabbi Schwab on Prayer pg. 80

We have already explained...that we do not make a bracha on mitzvot which are done primarily
with our mind, because nwTp "ux refers to kedushas guf Yisrael. An example would be nx1p
ynw...

However, the mitzvah of limud Torah does require a bircas hamitzvah, because an essential part
of the mitzvah is that we utilize our bodily power of speech, and physically speak the words of
Torah- “Teach them to your children, to discuss them” (Devarim 11:19)...

While of course one must understand what one is learning, it is equally essential to the
performance of this mitzvah, that one actually speak the words of Torah- nin 12712 j7iov7. To
busy ourselves with Torah infers talking about it. The body and mind are equal partners in this
mitzvah.



